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PARIS PIACT CONGRISS

Roport by Mr, Kenneth Ingram, who attended
as "obsorvor® for the Bagt-Wost Commission
of the National Foaco Cdo2uncil,

The Peaco Congross which was held in tho Salle Pleyel,
Paris, (April 20-25) was en improssive occasion, meinly an
account of 1ts widoly intornational charactor, More than
govonty countrics wors rcoprescntod, Tho soating accommodation
wag about 2,000, so that meny of the arganisetions had to share
ong tilcket of admigsion among fivo or six membors., The Italian
dologation was tho largost ond numberod 750, Thoe British
dologation wes about 200, Blooks of scata worec allotted to tho
various nationalitiocs and corphoncs wore fittcd in ovory soat,
80 that mombors, es at UNO agsomblos, could liston to cach gpocch
interprotod in thoir 2vn lenguago whilec it was being dcliversd,

The Congress was unmistakably Communist in oomposition,
#hon tho fall of Nanking was anndouneccd by tho Pregidont the mombers
roge and cheorcd for goveral minutess  There wore, howevor, other
slomonts includoed, Bighop llikolai, Motropolitan of Krutitsky,
sent by the Patrierch Oof lidgscow and officially ropresoniting the
Russian Orthodogx Church, was & voncravle and conspiouous figuro
at all tho scssions, and rccoived a tromondous dvation when he
addrogeod thoe Congruss. His mcssage wes summod up in the words,
"The Orthodox Churceh considors that its contribution is to oppose
Warmongora, It blosecs all whd work for humenity and pcaco
and for the co-oporation of all pcoplos, It boelicves that
justico end truth will conguor,”

Tho Liboral stendpoint was volcod by Mr, Hervoey Moore,
ropresenting tho Intcrnational Assoclation of Domooratic Lawycrs,
end by John Rogge, tho Amorican cx-Attorney Gonoral, Hervey
Moorc's spocch wes badly rceclvod, meinly beoocausc it was doliverud
in ¢ vory unfortunatc mennar, John Rogge's addrcas, on tho othor
hand, wes heard with sympathy, though Somc of his sentimcnts -~ such
ag the werning thet Amcrican Liborals folt grave misglvings ag 6o
the mcthod.of clcetisng in Cominform countrics - wore clcarly not
in 1lino with the sympathics of the sudlonec,

e

Thc chicf spraker from the British delegation wag lr,
Zillieocus, His eddrcss wes intorosting though it was far too ~
long (ho spokc for an hour and a helf), Ho urgod that 1t was
immengcly important that thc Lebdur Perty should win tho noxt
cleetion, on the ground that, whatcver the Lobour official foroign
policy, tho forecs in the Lebour Party opposcd to war with USSR
wore 8O strong as t0 makc such & war impossibla,

As & whole the Communist spocochos werc studiously modcratc,
This was partieularly truc of tho Sovict speakors, Ilya Fhrcnburg
peild & marksd tributc to the British nation, e remember London
end Goventry,” he said, "™wo rospoot tho Amcrican pooplc, You
cannot and must not give way to foer, Wo do not want to sottlc
our querrcls by erms,” An impregsivo contribution was madc by
Aloxis Mcressicv, a Russian pilot whdo was shot down during theo
war end 1lost both his logs, but who eontinucd to fight, “Ihe youth
of the Soviet Union", he doelarcd, "have agkod me to toll you
that they do not went wer, #c hoped that at the cnd >f tho wer
therc would bo friondship among the Allios end socurity for tho
yoapl:s of tho world, EBvory men end woman must ask thoemsolves,
What am I doing for poccc?!? “To must find the weys and maons
of prescrving piace,"

Porhaps tho most striking moment in the Congrcss was tho
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roccption givon t> the Lbbo Boulior, o Paris Catholic pricst,
whon ho rcad out a statomont w7hich had becn drawn up by a group
of Christicns emong tho delrgations and addrosscd to Christisns
throughout tho world, I'wes prescnt at the private meeting when
thig memorandum wes proparod, It wos 8 mocting compogcd of tho
Abbo, & Catholic Czuch pricst, two Hungerien (Protostant)
bishops, thrcoo Swcdo Fricnds, thc Doan of Contcrbury and other
English clorgy, When thils stetoment wos poad by tho Abbd tho
whole agsombly rosoc to> its feot ond applaudod for soveoral
minutos, It was tho most moving ineident in the wholc of tho
Ccongross,

My goneral eonolusion is thot the Congross was o gonuinc
menlfostation of a dugsire for peace on tho pert of tho Communist
olcmonts in tho world, It was cdlourcd with e strong blas,
whilch rcsultod in en ovor-simplificntion of the poaco issuc, owing
to the beliof that the bleme for the progont situetion rogts solcly
wilth the Wostorn Poworg, But it wag not as A,J.Cummings
suggosts in tho lows Chroniclc (4pril 26) o "bogus call”, I
gather thet at tho IIna onday) scgsions the donunciations of
Wostoern toctics woro much moro nxtromo,

How far this Congross will achiova any positivc rcsult
is lcss ocortain, It was o defoot that no attompt was mdo to
rolote the various scsgsions to spcelfic problomg, with tho
rosult that mogt sprakorsg wepo roltorating thc semo gonoral
sontimont s, Thoro were fow, if any, constructivo proposals
at tho scssions whoro I was prosont as to future polioy, But as
an oxprogslon of tho passionatc dogire anong pooplcg of the world
for pcace there san be nd qucstion, and the congrcss wes an
impressive domonstretion of this fact, ;

N, C, 8716, 28th April, 1949




