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1. Preface

f 1 g u Mhesvast nigjority of founders

The idea for this thesis came to me after a
! 15 tesis were male. Thisfinding highlights their

teaching excavation in Jordan. Duri ) . N
g Y superior position as head of families in a

stay, many visits to various archaeological _ 9.
strictly patriarchal S 0

sites throughouthe countrytriggered m
g ymgg y In this statemenBaumam reflects much of

interestin the aspects related tochurch .
what has set female donorship ia

donations and the personal agency of . _
P gency secondary position, subordinated to

various members of local communities in )
complex gender balancgkeattitude of the

Late Antiquity. The importance of the
quity P church and a general attempt to

churchediscovered in Southern Levars L
marginalize female efforts.

indicatedby several inscriptions written in . N
In her article AThe cont

k ' h ildi
Greek attesting the building date and to the Construction and Decoration of
Churches in ,HdbaSshed | y La

more light on the few preserved sources on

providing valuable information on the
social fabric of local society.

The specific focus on women and o .
female activiy within the community of the

benefactresses mentioned in thesacsp _
Early Church A broader attempt to give

was motivated not onl interestin the . ) )
y by visibility to those inscribed benefactresses

le played by f les in buildi d
role played by temaies in BUIAING ant . 2s vet to be undertaken.

endowment, but aldoecause¢he theme has _
Not only female aspects of donations and

been relatively neglected in scientific L .
y Y founding in early Christianityout also the

research until recel _ _ _
i confrontation with facets of ancient female

Limited studies such as Baumannwho , ) )
? history brings hindrances that must be

acknowledge that there are some
g confronted. Women and their role and life

benefactresses and women mentioned in the . . L .
in ancient societies have, if only margigal

inscriptions, some even with an important ) ) _
been part of modern ancient studies since

role. NeverthelessBaumannconsiders the )
S the 19" century One of the masdiscussed

aspect of donorship mainly linked to male

1 The area of théate Roman provinces of the three macht ihre  Ubrgeordnete  Stellung als
Palestines, Phoenicia and Arabia now lying in the  Familienoberhaupter in einer streng
territory of Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Palestine and  patriarchalischen Gesellschaft deutéch

Jordan. 3 Habas 2016881-293.

2 Baumann 1999299-300.ADie groRe Mehrheit der

Stifter war mannlichen GeschlechiBieser Befund



and controversialpublicationson ancient
studies about womeis fiMother Righto by
Johann Jakob Bachofen. Even if Bachééen
perception of
could nevemwithstand? it still managed to
sheda spotlight, a new focus, anchany
unasked questions on the topic of women in
antiquity T concerning life, rights, duties,
and privileges in previous societies. Social
changes during the Y0century again
influenced the questions and percepsioh
ancient societies and thus the role and
history of women women and gender
history gained a footholdn the field of
ancient studies and opened new research
areas. Since then,ongoing research on
these topics hagsrovidednew insights into
social, cultural, religious, and family
structures and the role that wonreifil led

in all these aspects of their life.

The longlasting tendency to marginalize
women, the fact thaalmost all literary
evidence on ancient women comes from the
hands and minds of m&nas well as the
many contributions of the ¥ocentury that
shaped and influenced understanding of
ancient female worlds, are only sowfehe
obstaclessncounteredvhen engaged with
this topic.

Most ancient texts on marriage and divorce

rights, financial matters and allowances,

4WagnerHasel 19921-12.
5 Hartmann 2007: 20207.
6 Hartmann 2007: 7. Constantinou 2014:448

and roles within the household, together
with public functions and activities, are

found within law texts and additional

anci entmpérigly regislatiant i as 0 wslly sas e ms

philosophical and theological writings
Throughout Late Antiquitywritten sources
specifically target a privileged group of
socially high ranking womensuch as
empresses who had their own biographers
o f(e.gfiEgariay h
Paola ad Eustochiumm who had the

or members
necessary education and means to vaite

their own experiences whilst on
pilgrimage® Although there are references
to the lives ofwomen from other social
backgrounds in different literary sources,
these secular or religiousxts can only
provide general information on how women
should have lived or behaved according to
these guidelines they do not give insight
into female realities of the tinte

Conversely because of their broad agenda
and audience, as well as inscripticsusd
their place inpublic spaceshagiographic

textsopen a small windovor a glimpseof

the lives of women of lower social
backgrounds, their duties, economic
possibilities, and motivations. The

information provided through dedication
inscriptions givessome insight into the

women of the Early Christian communities

" Clark 1993: 3; Hartmann 200787
8 Hartmann 2007. Egeridtinerarium Egeriae.
9 Clark 1993: 13.



in the sample area, their relation to the
community and the church, their relation to
other donors and members of their parish,
and totheir financial capacitiesCombined,

al these perspectives render the research on
female realities through archaeological

evidence and literal sources highly

fascinating.

1.1. General questions and objective of
this thesis

This thesis analytically address the
subject of female donorship in mosaic
floors to increaseunderstanithg of the role
of women in church building and
endowment from a quantitative, qualitative
and social point of viewTo approach this,
the initial step towards organization of the
rich epigraphic materiahvolvedcollecting

all donation mosaic inscriptionas these
represent the main source for the
investigation. The selected texts are those
that include female names.

The chronological frame was limited to the
wider period of Late Anqjuity. The earliest
collected inscriptions date to the¥/a"
century when the imperial shift towards the
East andtowards Christianity began The
latest mosaics consideredthis thesidate

to the &' century when the regiomasunder
Arab rule. All

geographical and chronologica¢rpmeters

mosaics within these

10 Avi-Yonah 195839-51.

were fitted into a catalogu@ heseinclude

site name, church name, dating, place of the
inscribed text, pictures or drawings well

as transcriptions, translations, and
bibliography.

Due to a longstanding history of research
into the mosaics of the Southern Levant
and especially the Holy Land, as well as
into inscriptions and donation inscriptions
from this region specifally, the amounof
information on this topic is imposing.
Within this surplusof information two
studies marked thelirection of the first
analytical part of this papefhe first is Avi
Yonatb s(1958 A The

Byzant i neamdale sexdnd is & 0

Economi

more recenstudy from Di Segn{2017),'*
Ant i

of Pabestina and Arabia: Realities and

AnLat e que
Changeso.

On the basis of these tvetudies as well as
other studies on development and change,
this thesis presengschronological analysi

of the gathered inscriptionso discover
whether general stated developments and
changes in epigraphical culture linked to
economy, geographical distribution, and
be
concerning the marginalized group of

society can also demonstrated
inscriptions within ecclesiastical spaces

specifically mentioning women

11 Di Segni 2017287-322.

l nscriptic



The period under consideration is not only
one of great changes and developments in
different aspects of society, but also a
timeline in which imperial and aristocratic
familiesbdonationgo the churchespecially

in the Holy Land, under Constantin ahid
successors, along with the visibility and
influence of the women of the Theodosian
dynasty, such as Eudoxia, aet their
peak!?

It is possible that mostvomen of late
antique  Southern Levant neither
experiencd such liberty nor had the same
social aml economic advantages #wose
inherited by imperial women. Nevertheless,
these women who left their visible impact
in donation inscriptions throughout the
Holy Land offer adequate evidence to
understand development and changes in
epigraphical culture comeening the
marginalized party of female donors.

From example®f foundresesabbesses in
the Holy Land and Constantinople in Late
Antiquity, it is known that even highly
ranking, wealthy women did not gain social,
personal, and economidndependence
easily’® In fear of economic damage for
members of wealthy fanids, legislaton in
390 AD prohibiedhigh scale donations for
religious purposeshat potentially harmed

familiesfortunes.t*

12 Bgumann 199919-27. Griinbart 201223-25.
13 Constantiou 2014 43-62.

To gaininsightinto the social structure and

relations of female donors and
benefactresses, a second fogsion the
content of the inscriptions, especially on
parts mentioning titles and positions within
ecclesiastical or secular structures, along
with inscriptions statingamily and social
relationships. This will clarify whether
there was a tendency for individual
donations orwhether women were more
likely to donate together with their family or
as part of a greater communiynother line
of investigation is whethat is possible to
find any signs that quantity of donors or
quality of donation had influence on the
visibility of the inscription

Wa anadyéisof fiSacred

zones in the early church building of the

Basedo n

Middle Easb, the collected floorplans and
positions of mosaic inscriptionsvere
analysed toascertainf there isaconnection
between the type of dedicatory inscription
and the position and thereafttre visibility

of the inscription.

Gaining more visibility in a male dominated
space through their donations and beneficial
activities was, even if not actively politicly
intendeda major side effect of few female
economic liberties in Late Antiquityrhis is
more soin light of the religous worth for

the donors since this visibilitythrough

4 Whiting 2014: 7677. Britt 2008: 12a121.
15 seeWatta 2018.



perpetually inscribed names could be
remembered thought time by their Christian
community andhuspromote salvatiorfior
the remembered perséh.

Epigraphical sourcessuch as donation
inscriptions thoughout the provinces of
Arabia and Palesting demonstratethat
some women achieved a certdevel of
social and economic autonomgyen in
small rural aregsthat allowed them to
manifest their piety through donations and
euergetism.

Viewing  donation  inscriptions  in
combination with liteary sources not only
allows for recognition ofdevelopment and
change throughout the time but also offers
an outlook on the society and community
beyond those ecclesiastical spaces and
eventually providessomeinsight into the
social, economic, and religious realities of

the female donors and benefactresses.

16 Griinbart 2014: 224.



2. Research history focus onfemale donorss only marginal in

these studiesTherefoe, the attempt to
To collect the necessary data and

. . . . _ gather information on female donorgas
information for this thesjsseveral studies,

o . L set on a wide ramg of primary basic
publications and articles considering g P y

. . o - research  concerning history  and
donation mosaics and donation inscriptions,

. . _ archaeology of early church development
in addition to sources concerning female & y P

e L and settlement, research on mosaic
realities inLate Antiquity were consulted.

L . pavements, donations and donors,
However, the dedication mosaic

epigraphical culture, and social factors.
inscriptions consulteéor this work are far pigrap
Ovadiatb § Cor pus of Byzantin
n t he HOVTOyproudesvdluable

insights into the rich ecclesiastical

from complete. According to Patrich!’
there are over 400 churches at 335 different

sites throughout the research area.

. . . . landscape east and west of the Jordan river.
Selection of mosaicsfor this thesis was

) . The corpus includes information on the
based on the material discovered and P

. . location of Byzantine churches, the
published to dateClearly, fortime reasons y

. . . character of the structey size and
further unpublished or new discoveries g

. o measurements, information on connected
were not included irthis study'® The 68

, structures, inscriptions on dedication or
mosaics that were brought together are the

: . _memorial purpose, builders and donors,
result of this research and are part of this Prp

. : - references, and dates. It further provides
specific type of inscription.

general information andbibliography that

leads to the full inscriptions, whichust be

2.1. The archaeological and epigraphical
g pigrap researched since there is no specificatisn

research to whether the donors wengenor women.

The sibject of donors in mosaic pavements Furthermore, the corpus also provides

has attracted  considerablescholarly numerous floorplansfor the discussed

attention in the past decades. However, churches.

17 pPatrich 2006: 351, note Morn/Hunter 2012 Magazine,

10981099. www.haaretz.com/archaeology/MAGAZINE

8 Due to ongoing research activity in the region of  byzantinebasilicawith-femaleministersand

the south Levant there are numerous new discoveries baffling-burialsfoundin-israet1.10387014. To
each season. For e x amp | enentioh jus ond didvavarycthat wodld havé kad
Deaconessesodo in Ashdod, mnpactav thig theesis, ahd tlanwill 2ventudlly in the

2021, so far published in an articled of Haaretz  future shed more light ciemale Minsters.

6



Another important corpusis Micheld s
(2001)AByzantine and Umayyad churche
in Jordan (5th8th century), architectural

typol ogy
offers detailed insight and discussion on

and

early Christianchurches in Jordan, their
architectural features and developments,
their liturgical function and inventory, an
analysisof several different architectural
types of churchesind alsdhegeographical
differences between urban and rural sites.
Further insigks into ancient churches
within the territories of the Holy Land are
provided by theollective volume in honar

of the Franciscan CorboAi Chr i st
Archaeology in the Holy Land. New
Di s c o v edited bysBottini, Di Segni
and Alliata in 1990as well aghecollected
essays T Anci ent
edited by Tsafrir, published in 199&hich
providesan independent evaluation of the
rich ecclesiastical culture of the region. The
book AChT i
Land. New
excavation activity throughout the Holy

Land at the beginning of thel990s It

stian

includes two chapters by Di Segni about the
church complexes in Herodion and Horvath
Hesheq that provide information on

inscriptions with female namé&Tsafrird s

19Di Segni 1998 177-190 and 199B: 379-390.

20 see: Di Segni 1993%6-70. Patrich/Tsafrir 1993
265272.Gazit/Lender 1993: 2#376. Cohen 1993:
277-282.

REhemt eds®

review of the ecclesiastical

AfANnNci ent
compact

landscape of e Holy Land in Late

[ i t ur gAntiquity. Déferent rchippterse provsdeé

inscription  analysis  from  several

ecclesiastical spaces, depictions, or
drawingsof several mosaics with female
names and church plans with locations of
these mosaic®. An article from Patrich
20062t providesmore recent insight into
the development, distribution and social
Christian

factors  concerning

the Holy Land. These

Early
Churches in
publications on general church settlement
theoughout the area lead to various articles
and excavation rep@t on specific

ecclesiastical buildings in Megiddo, Rihab,

Hippos, Horvath Hani, Horvath Hesheq,

Re lv e ra,d e ed @zem and many more sites.

The

landscape built the underlyinigundation

overview of the ecclesiastical

for further research into mosaics found

Ar c h withio theseg opmplexes. On theesideHob they
Ddescrib® the r i ehse@ PalestingsRina Talgand scorpora

Fait h:

Samaritans, Christians and Muslims in the

AMosaics of
Hol y 2% delivels@n indepth aalysis
of the development and usmddifferences
and similarities of mosaic floors over

several centuries.

21 patrich 2006: 35B95.
22 Talgam 201477-256, 379404.

Fl



A corporaof mosacs from the provinces and analytic information, position within

lying to the east of the Jordavalley, the complexes, sizeand measurements,
AiMosai cs ,avhs cainpletedilayn 6 date, and further references. Led by these
Piccirillo (1993.2° This provides a broad comprehensiveliterary sources on the
overview of the historic development of eastern Jordan Valley and Jordémrther
mosaics in Jordan, as well as plans and brief literature was used to locate mosaic
historic introductions and research history inscriptions inthe context otlonatiors 2’

aboutthe mentioned sites and structures. Complementing the research on ddiion
Further research on Early Christian activities, inscriptions, and donors,
churches, mosaic pavements and Baumannos (oh %afe @ntiqueb o o k

epigraphical culture idordan was led by donors in the Holy Land provida general

Piccirillo, Gatier and Di Segrf This view of the subject of donations.
proved to behe most profitable sourder AnSpa2tanti ke Stifter i
inscriptions and mosaicfor this thesis discusseselected examplew case studies

C.B. Welles analysed the ecclesiastical represented by church complexes and their

buildings and inscriptions found throughout  inscriptions, and offers an index of female
the city of Jerashin 1938% These are names mentioned in several mosaics
classifiedaccording to secular or religious  throughout the Holy Land in the appendix.
connotation and include insightinto Baumann focuses on churches in Umm er
donation inscriptions. Together with Rases angrovidesdetailed analyses of the
excavation reportssuch a s t he i Jaechitecerérand mosaic decoration of these
Archaeol ogical Pr2| e dtildingsinconmestiontmdonatioreastivity.
the secondary sources mentioned above His emphasiss mostly on the architectural
provide information on the inscriptions, aspects of the buildingsand the
including graphic and photographic  iconographic analysis of depictions of
documentation, transcriptions, and donors, and less on the epigrapaspects

translations, as well as further epigraphic  Although some bthe inscriptionsanalysed

23 Picirillo 1993A. 26 SeeGawlikowski/Musa 1986.

24 Piccirillo 1981, 1989, 1993a+b, 1994. Piccirillo 27 See AviYonah 1947. Mittmann 1967.
and Alliata 1998. Gatier 1986. Di Segni 1990a+b, Clark/Bowsher 1986. Baumann 1999. Burdajewicz
1993, 1998, 2006, 201®i Segni and Ashkenazi 2005. Hamarneh 1998; 2014.

2020. 286 Baumann 1999 344345, Anhang 1.
25Welles 1938355497, in: Kraeling 1938, Gerasa, Frauennamen.

City of the Decgolis.



by Baumann include female names, he Britt and Habas mostly refer to the same
suggests that the role of female donors was inscriptions on women but have far greater
marginal and subordinated to that of the emphasis on the few depictions of

male, who played the main social role in  benefactresses and benefactors and their

society?® Bauman® s t happearss iconographical importance. Hachl i 6 s
relatively restrictive considang that the chapter onomdinlyshsaniept i on s
appendix list6 womencompared tb38 the forms of donation inscriptions in general

men mentioned in inscriptionsoweverhe and compares inscriptions found in

neglects the far greater achievement of 10% churches and synagogued®ased on

of the donors who possibly had to overcome  similarities and differences. While the

several restrictionso be mentiored on a chapter helpsvith aspects ofhe definition

short note® of donation inscriptions, it does not enter
Additional researcloutlinedin more recent the field of gender in donation inscriptions.

articles such asBritt (2009 i i Fama eSince no specific coll e
Memoria: Portraits ofFemale Patrons in mentioned in donation mosaics in

Mosaic Pavements of Churches in ecclesiasti cadompiedgtac es o

Byzantine Pal e’Habase dateadonsierablevoriavias requiredn the
(2009 T A"nDonati ons and reBearahfield ©f eparaphical culture and
Reflected in the Mosaic Pavements of mosaics This led several publications on

Tr ans | €hudthes ia she Byzantine mosaics as well asnscription corpora

and UmayyadPe r i & #iacldlilj (2009 i concerning the designated reseaada.

A An c iM@sait Pavementsi Themes, Initial information on inscriptions, their

| ssues afiahdoftherg codfisms location, transcription and translation,
the marginalized position of women the pictures or dramgs, commentary on

context ofdonations. epigraphic analysis and references was

found in Ovadiah andOv a d i (2986 s

29 Baumann 199: 29800. 33 See Hachlili 2009.
30 Baumann 1999344-355 Anhang 1.+2Frauen SeeHamarneh 1998 HARitratt: €
Mannernamen.Ba u ma n n 6ton of mdmes ¢ benefattori nei mosaici della Giordania-Wil

includes donation inscriptions from churches, secolLaoxter mann 2020 Alnscri

private houses and synagoguébe quoted count Byzanti umo, Leatherbury 2020
above includes all these categories. Miscounts Lat e Antiquityo, Jacobs 2020
possible. DonorsattheEnddAnt i qui t y o.

31 Britt 2008: 119143. 35 Hachlili 2009 232-238.

32 Habas 2008: 730.



AMosaic
(1986 corpus,i Sacr ed
Martyrs and Churcf f i ¢didandt affér
any specific insights into donation activities
and covered them only if a reference to the
titles was given. Since women were limited
in their official ecclesiastical functions,
information for this thesigvas not found in
Mei mari.s®é worKk

More recentorpora on mosaics in the Holy
Land allowedfor an indepth analysis on
the subject in the most accessible manner.
AChTr i
(2012) offes a detailed and current

stians
overview of the church landscape of the
Land, the
archaeological

Holy ncluding latest
research and excavation
reports.

Madde(B0d4s nCor pus
Church mosaic pavements from Israel and

the

of

Palestinian Te r r i t @novidess 0
information about the location, size and

measurements of the complexead the

mosaics if available, as well as
transcriptions, translations, further
commentary, and sources on the
inscriptions.

The AnCor pus I n

l udaeae/ Pal aesit)bynDae 0
Segni et alis notyetcompletebut provided

36 for  example: 2014,
Delougaz/Haines 1960. Tepper/Di Segni 20B8&ri
1995.

Dahari/Zelinger

10

andil Vior i

Pav e mdeaemasd i n thd nsostdetaileddaccounts on inscriptions

N a me s from tsaregiort. Every account includes an

elaborate introduction to the history of the
site, location of the inscription within the
complex, size and measurements,
transcription and translation, an extended
commentary orthe epigraphical research
and further sources. It proved to be an
excellent tool for epigraphic researdh.a
few cases smaller inscriptions in less
known sites or recently demolished sites
where the corpora and books did not
Eolvideanformiatiyon on # pokition of the
inscription within the complex, excavation
reports and articles provided the necessary
data®,

On the digital sidecrossreferencing and
for  further and

searching sources

Bigfarnaation ivim 8E&’ proved to be less

efficient than expectedirse only a portion
of the names and inscriptions collected

could be found.

2.2. Gender researdh history

As previously mentioned, genat historic
researchand specific research into the roles

and lives of women throughout ancient

scriptionum
times and past centuriedras been an

(Cl1l P, 012
important part of historic studies since the

19" century. In the 19" century,

37 https://inscriptions.packhum.oegcessed in Dec.
2020.



controversialancient sciencgublications
(e.g.,
focusedthe spotlight on a rich complex of
themes thabadbeen neglected by scientific
researchersthe life, rights, duties and
privileges of ordinary women in previous
societies. Social and economic hanges
during the 28 century influenced new
guestions and brought new points of view
and perspectives in handling information
and data on female realities in ancient
societies and thus shapedcurrent
understanding of wo me nréles and
influence on these previous sociefié$he
ongoing work on these topics has allowed
new insight into social, cultural, religious,
and familial structures and the role that
women had to fulfil in all aspects of their
life and within these societies.

Ongoing progress within the research area
of gender and female studiesntinues to
change our perceptioaf female realities
and wo menos cdnti tnmes
Regardinghe main problems in research on
Kalavrez4t states

female history,

Aregardless of any
understand the social role of female
individuals, the fact will remain, that their
status as <citizens
their opportunitiesand realities have been a

creation of a male dominated system.

38 WagnerHasel 19921-12.
39 Hartmann 20@:. 207-207.
40 Kalavrezou 200313.

11

wa. ipferioro and .t
d%lﬁl basé,12 as l{alavrezou points out in

Newerthelesstodaythe idealized picture of

BaRa f eMud)® e r rweroeh whd are bound to their households,

taking care of the family, mainly cooking
and weaving, living a subordinatédiinside
their homesi,s beingreplaced by diverse
realities that allow or condemn women to
live outside this idealized grfd Eventhe
daily choresand household activities of
Ahousewi veso demanded
motion within public spaceandany actual
labaur had to be done by women of lower

social classes.

Figure 1, Depiction of a woman at work, carrying a fruit
basket (Chapel of the Priest John). Piccirillo 1993 A:
n an 175, fig. 229.

Shopping for all sorts of fogdncluding
fruit, vegetablesand bread, carrying water

visits to family members and female friends

demandedhatwomenleft their homes on a

41 FulghumHeintz 2003: 13951.
42 Kalavrezou 200313-15.

hus

a

a thcgmee demtpub}ic?ounrtlaingarr]ld V\i/elgs,haﬁd and



her publication A By z ant iemand Wo Analysis of Christian texts and early

TheirWor | d o .
Law texts and historic accountseveal
possibilities of relatively free lives for
women in several social hierarchical ranks
or under certain circumstangesuch as
widowhood®. In hisessay i The Mer
Widows of Late Roman Antiquity: The
Evidence of th& h e o d o0 s i, KueflerC o d
points outseveralchanges inrRoman law
that promoted women, especially widqws
and their rights dealing with financial
matters and their own inherited fortutfe.

He also connects these Hgwgained
advantages with benefactions dea to
churches, charitable causasd to promote
certain priests, monks, and Christian
scholars.Using the example of Jerome,
KueflerdemonstrateBow the view of these
scholars was split, especially on
widowhood Although Jeromeand others
needed the(financial) support of tlese
women, their criticismon the lifestyle of
widows a nd their

husbandslid notfall too short.*®

43 SeeFoxhall 1989; WagneHasel 1992; Arjava
1996; Garland 1999; Clark 1993; Hartmann 2007;
Herrin 2013.

44 Kuefler 2015 28-50.

45 Kuefler 2015 43-44.

46 Although there have been special positions in
pagan cults for virgins, for example the Vestals at
Rome, tlose were extremely rare and could only be

occupied by a small number of women. Whelieas

12

Christian communities highlights that the
rise of Christianity initially came with
certain new freedoms argbportunitiesfor
women. The new Christian worship of

virgins,®

such as the mother Mary and
gevweral early femalenartyrs, opened the
possibility of an unmarried lifewhile the
enforcement of monogamy meafawer
widows remarried and the office of
deaconesses enabledings to an official
clerical positioA’. In her 1993 boak
fiwomen in Late Antiquity. Pagan and
Christian LifeSt y | Gaskaevealshow
the new Christianity interfered with older
ways of pagan living. She demonstrates
what the religious change meant for women
in different speres of public and private
lives. Clark give insight irto aspectssuch
aslegal matters, public perception, views on
health and private lifein a chaptetrtitled

i Be Fenrga e o .

Another publication thatprovides deeper

withbut e e dnsightsidto the legal changes throughout

Late AntiquityiWmsmeAr j av

and Law in L. Anti gl
theory Christianity opened that possibility of

chastity and fibeing a virgi
woman.

47 SeeClark 1993; Laiou 2003, Alexandre 2006;
Constantinou 2014Griinbart 2014; Whiting 2014;
Leatherbury 2020.

48 See Clark 1993.

49 SeeArjava 1996.



Arjava suggeststhat several changes in
legislationthroughout Late Antiquitysome
connected to the religious change towards
Christianity within theRoman empire, seem
to create a more equal legal environment f
men and women This opens new
opportunitiegor women in their private and
public lives, as well as financial and social
matters™®

Ore of the major questions of concern
regardingthe historic review and research
on f emal e

perceptiono of the
Although

material

there is sometimes enough

to determine how the legal
frameworkworked the general religious or
cultic perception and stapdint about
women, or even how educated men wanted
readers and listeners to think about women,
onerarely gets on the other side of these
standpoints to catch a glimps#f what
women themselves thought about theirdive

i about being femal&.Furthermoredue to
diverse settings of female realitjgbere is
nocertairty as tohow far official legislation
and laws concerned women of different
social backgroundsl herefore even iflate
ancient legislation gave women certain

economic freedomsayhetherwomenfrom

50 Arjava 1996: for example on the rigltémothers
and children77-108, on rights of husbands and
wives and economic freedorh23-153,0n Christian
asceticism, widowhood and remarriader-176and
on divorce 177187.
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the lower social levels knewbout their
rights is unclear. For exampldt is not
known if middle class womeknew about
divorce rights or their economic
possibilities This uncertainty can be
connected to information about social

backgrounds given in donation inscriptions.
2.3. The research area

The geographical area of this thegigbia,

southern Phoenicia and the three

Palaestinaewasone of constant unrest and

real i ti esyangkofnatioh N Buringl T theMRohmén
h ioécbpgtiroﬂ & thb iNé%P EaEIDﬂe 1 K€ St on

geographical position on the eastern border
of the Roman Empire, the region was
constanly threaened with  outside
invasions by the neighlbiang Arab tribes,
and thereforaequired permanent military
attention and restructurifig to allow
immediatanterventionto secuethe border.
Converselydue to its religious role and its
importance for Judaism, Christianitgnd
later for Islam, control over this specific
region and access to many important sites
located in this area was of great politicatian
religious interest. Meimaris also writes
about internal struggles concerning the
inner structure of Christian dioceses, and

the minor position of Jerusalem/Nea

51 Clark 1993: 120.
52 pj 2018: 24267. Outlines

displacements and shifts of military

the

legions

Segni

throughout the region.



Capitolina under the jurisdiction of reformations under his successorghis
Caesarea Maritim?? final border of Arabia and the three
The borders and limits chosen here reflect Palaestinae were in place from th& 5
the political and administrative situation of century® until the Persian invasion and the

the 8" century. Arab conquests of thé"zentury.

Figure 2, Reorgariation of the 4th century, Arabia an
three Palaestinae, Sipila 205, Map 7.

N

After the reformations of Diocletian in the : : S
Figure 3, Boarder adjustment between Arabia and

4th Century?4 as well as some administrative Palaestina Tertia (5th century), Sipilda 20826, Map 8.

53 Meimaris 1986: 513. different regions Palaestina Prima, Secunda and
54 Abel 1938: 176191; Sipila 2009: 14950.In the Salutaris now Tertia. As stated before, the exact
course of whictdiocesedormed the administrative date ofthe emergence of each region has still to be
and military bodies. One of whichthe diocese of reconstructed and is under discussion. It is clear, that
Oriens i included the provinces ofrabia and at the end of the®™century three Palaestinae must
Palaestina have existed as they are referred to in Nutitia

55 Sipila 2009: 166171. Di Segni 2018: 24267. Dignitatumand the lateCodex of Theodosianus

Meimaris 1986: 8L3. There is a lot of discussion and 56 There is a slight change of boarders during the end
controversy about the exact procedure and timeline  of the 4" and the beginning of the™Scentury
when it comes to the creation and split up of this  betweenArabia and Palaestina Tertia Although
provinces, as well as with the displacement of  scholars still reason about the exact procedure and
boarders lwng and within this provinces. What can timeline of these shift/shiftSipila 2009: 191193;

be stated is, that thprovince of Palaestinagvas Di Segni 2018: 24267.

during the course of thé"4entury split into three
14



3. Women olate Antiquity but also added new facets and possible ways

of life for women by promoting asceticism

Like many societies throughout history, the and virginity®.

assumption in roman society was that

marriage and motherhoodas the sole

_ _ 3.1 Women irRoman law
purpose of womerand this washe wayin

which they wouldfind fulfilment in life.". Under Roman lawmarriage, the birth of

Roman law texts regarding women and their rightful heirs and thus a legitimate transfer

. . . of inheritance, social status (and power
rights and dutiesnainly focused on these ( powfér)

elements of life. Matters such as marriage, were important aspects in a functioning

) ) society. The regulations and rules on
divorce, or widowhood were connected to y 9

. financial matters and personal financial
some sort of transfer of either monetary or

. - liberties pertaining to women are of
stationary goodssuch adand, buildings, or P g

other riches likgewellery. This monetay particular interestMost information about

. . . financial matters can be found in connection
exchangealso camewith a certain social

and possibly politicaktatus which had to to marriage law. Several social and

. . . economic restraints made it necessty
be carefully considered in acts of marriage

or remarriage. Thus, ¢he seemingly marriages to beavell planned and mostly

private matters had significantimpact on arranged by theather. Betrothals could be

) ) arrangedfor girls as young aseven years
social and economic factors and were 9 9 y 9 y

old, and the age expected for marriage was
betweenl2 and16.5? Theseaspectslid not

especially important for the higher ranks of

ancient socief.

. . _see significant changes undére rule of
A new set of rules regulatinggo me n 6 s

social life came with religious Christian Christianemperors, but laws regarding

. . " ivor nderwen ral chan from
texts, including the writings of the Church divorce underwent several changes fro

Fathers® and werehighlighted in several Constantine onwarlf. Most notably, it

church councils at the mie. These became harder for women to find any

. . : reason to divorcéom Constantind s r ei gn
theological religious requirements broadly

dealt with the same topics as secular law,

57 Clark 1993: 13. Justinian, CJ 6.40.2, AD 531. 59 Clark 1993: xixiii.
58 Arjava 1996: 5. He describes that most legal 60 Miller 2005: 814.
rules focused on the movement of property and by %! Clark 1993: 68; Arjava 1996: 5
thus where in fact more important for upper society %2 Clark 1993 13-15.

and often irrelevant for the poor. 63 Clark 1993 18-27.
15



onward® However, Justinian changed household(and their husband), and many
some rules in fawr of women for took part in daily financial business
example hereintrodued somereasons for transactions as well as in administrating
divorce and set the same penalties for men their own wealth and properfy

and women if they did not follow the laWs.

The main reason fothe interestin the
3.2. Women in Christian literature
matter of marriage |lies in the brideds dowry
_ _ _ Early Christian literaturedealt with the
Depending on the economic and social . ) .
_ same issues as secular kmxtsi they tried
status of the bride, thelowry could be ] o
. , to define the moral religious code for
substantial. Itwas given to the shared o - o
. Christian women.In addition Christian
household after the wedding. Legally, the _ ) _
literature also dealt with hagiographic texts
dowry wasthe property of the woran, and ) .
- _ _ _ and narratives thatdescribed heavenly
if divorced or misappropriated it had to be )
o interventionsto prove the values ofhe
repaid/given back, but the husband could o _ _
_ _ _ Christian lifestyle. Some of tlse stories
dispose of it as he pleasémt the duréion o _ )
_ N even provide information concerning early
of the marriagé&® In addition,women were o
_ _ _ Christian benefactresses.
also allowed to inherit from their parents ) )
For example three miracle stories

including that ofthe shrine oAbu Mina (St

underRoman law.

The liberties of women to dispose of their _ _
_ _ Menag in Egypt, deal with female
own and shared properties andieal with _
) _ o _ benefactresses on their way to donate
financial matters inside and outside of
_ money to thehurch®® Two of these women
marital structures have long been neglected. _
. heard of the wonders that could be achieved
Although there are laws addressing _
] _ _ by St Menas and took some of their
financial regulations for womensome _ _
_ belongings andravelled tohis churchand
studiesrevealthatmanywomen weravell- .
_ _ _ _ sanctuary. While one came to seek help for
informedas tothefinancial matters of their

64CT 3.16.1, AD 331. Clark 19921. of the roman upper socigtyvas bound in land
65 Nov. J. 134.1l, AD 556. Clark 19923-26. Also ownership, slaves, and other material investments.
divorce by consent, which was previously forbitten, The dowry, consisting of a large amount of cash

was reintroduced. Repudiation without grounds ora  money, that mainly was ghin three instahents

divorce without grounds wef@as punished by an allowed many grooms to pay off some of their depts.
equal sentence for both parties iManastery or a 57 Hartmann 200774-75; Foxhall 198922-44.
Covent. 68 Jaritz 1993 164-165; 168169; 188189; 298308.

66 Hartmann 2007.36-139. The dowy (dos)was an

important part of a marriage agreement, most wealth

16



a pregnancy, the second story doest
provide any specific movation for the
donation. The important information
outlined in the texts is that both were
ichaste and ®Yivhowere uso women
treacherously attacked on their way to the
church andwere saved by St Menasvho
appeared in the moment of their need and
punished the assailants.

The third story concerrthie wifeof a lying

but rich husband wheommits perjury in
the church of St Menas amslpetrified for

his lies. After the death of her husband, the
woman colects most of his and her
belongings and riches and donates to them
to the churcH®

Not only do the narrative depict these
women as more faithful than the mdmut
they also partly mention the donated
belongings as their ownFurthermore,
Christian literature provides information
not only on women who gave up their
fortune but alsevomen whadedicated their
lives at the same time by becoming
foundresssabbesses of monastic
complexes.This task not only came with
renunciation bt also with great
responsibility for the convent and thans
living there as well as fopersonakctions

in being an example for othef’s

69 Jaritz 1993307-308. 71 Constantinou 201446-48.
70 Jaritz 1993198-202.
17



4. Donation inscriptions
mentioning womerg the
catalogue

The analysis in this studg based on the
attached catalogusee Appendix Awhich
includes68 mosaics mentioning 101 female

names as donors and benefactresses.

The women within the inscriptions appear
in different settings, along other members
of their community, within ecclesiastical

ranks or in the circle of their familieShey

beingseen played a role thahouldnot be
underestimated’® Taking this statement as
a leading principle, the aspect of
visualization, even if onlthrougha written
word or namemustbe seen as an important
part of donation activities within early
Christian communitieBoththe devotional
intetandii t h e snd an&anhamcing of
statuso wer e
donations and inscription&
The structure of the catalogue entries

follows a simple schemd=ach inscription

are represented as donors and benefactress, mentioning a female name has its own

in  matronymic form alongside their
children, rarely with depictionsand in
some cases only as an individual name.
There are inscptions that state that the
offering or donation has beanadeby a
male together with his wife and/or children
but the name of the woman is not
Such

acknowledge the existence of a female

mentioned. inscriptions  might
within the household, but they do not give
these women the necessary degae

visibility within ecclesiastical, and thus
male dominatedspaces, as the selected

inscriptionsdo.

According toGrinbart in Byzantine tims

AThe church was a

2 Grinbart 2014: 228.i De r
Ort, an dem das Sehen und gesehen weed®n
nicht zu
3 Di Segni 2016 A: 66.
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pl ace

entry’* and the entries are chronologigal
beginning in the '8 centuryand continuing
to the & century The catalogueoncludes
with mosaics that have not beewr could
not be dated. Within the chronological
frame, the entries are sorted geographjical
from north to southdarting in Phoenie,
then moving to Palaestina Secunda,
Palaestina Prima, Arabia and Palaestina

Tertia.

where seei and

ng

Ki r ¢ himn r a Jd*miffereat mosaic inscriptions from the saplace,

mentioning the same women are sorted with the

untersch?2t zende s&mlehty nsnbér ehdt ae .additional letter, for

example 8AC.

principal



No Name Date: Size:
1 Axenrous — Akeptous 3" century 67 x 80 cm
Site: Description and location:
Megiddo - Legio, The inscription is made with Black and white tesserae,
prayer hall — domus ecclesiac framed by a black rectangle. Each short side has two double
Palestina 1 framed semi-circuits attached.

Located in the southern mosaic panel of the prayer hall.
Transcription:

Hpoonvikey | Axertoug | i) prho Beog | v tpame- | {av OQ 1Y XQ | pvnpoyuvov

Translation:

The God loving | Akeptous has offered | this altar to the God | Jesus Christ | as Memorial

Sources:
TepperDi Segni 2006, pp. 31-42.

http://cojs.org/akeptous_inscription- 3-4th_century ce/

Figure 4, Entry No. I Akeptous

Asillustratedin Figure4, all entries provide
the same informatia\ graphic drawing or
photograph of the mosaic inscriptios at
the top of the tableThe first lineof text
provides theentry number in the catalogue
i in this case No. 1; the female name or
names mentioned in the mosaidkeptous;
the date (if the mosais dated); and the size
of the mosaic (if stated). The second line
offers information on the site where the
found and in which

mosaic was

ecclesiastical context(e.g., a domus

ecclesia, a prayer hall, ahurch, or a
19

The

de<ription of the mosaic and ofs exact

chape). table also provides a
positionwithin the location.

Another visual aspect apart from the written
name of the women is the framing of the
inscription. Most inscriptions discussed
throughout this thesis are written in black
letters orawhite or light ground and framed
by a tabula ansat&omeinscriptions are
positioned within a round medallion or

along the border of a round medalli@md



somedo not have any framing.In some

cases, there are leaves such as ivy, palm or

other stylized forms crosses are also
popular possibly for their apotropaic value
andusually placed at the beginning, end or
even within the inscribed text3here are
black lines dividing the rowswithin 11
inscriptions These are followed by a Greek

transcription and an English translation.

references of a donation or offering, the
purposeof the donationi often in form of a
short, easy invocatidh i and the
name/names of the donor/donors. The
length of donation inscriptiancan vary
from a few words in one line to elaborate
inscriptions stretching over multiple linés
Not only the lenth but also the content and

testimony of the inscriptions are diverse

The last row of the entry provides further  They can be as simple as the sole name of a

information on different sources for each  personthrough to long prayers reciting
mosaic. phrasedrom the holy scripturé? For this

reason, the main parts of donation

4.1 Dedicatiorfiorm

As numerous dedication inscriptions from  INscriptionsaredecorstructed and anasgd

several periodsverediscovered in various N the following sections?
parts of the Roman Empire, epigraphical

research provides evidence thata few

typical formswere continuously usetbr

dedication purpos€$ As can be seen in the

collecion in the catalogue, although there

are some standard requirements concerning

donation inscriptions, their executigaries

widely. At a minimum, thestandard form of

donation inscription demands inclusion

S Leatherbury 202082-91.

76 Baumann 1999289-301. Di Segni 2014: 56-88. the second half of thé"&entury runs over 15 lines.

"7 Di Segni 2016A: 634, 66, mentioning the easiest 7 Di Segni 2016A: 6354.

i nv o c &%This first past ofénkalyss, dill beedeating withfi L o r d
h a v e chnor®lbgicgl 0and Beographitab quiedtions of

inscription found in BeisanBet h Shedan, dat

inscribed
ifiLor d

connection with a donation, she simply calls this

forms of

remember 0 or
distributions, followed by the discussion on matters
inscriptions prayecum-contract, and points to their of formula. All matters of socially important content,
longsanding pagan tradition. Leatherbury 2020:
256-261.

"8 The longest inscription featurenl the catalogue is

no. 13. B of Kyria Maria/ Lady Mary. The

relations of donors and plament will be discussed

in later chapters.
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5. Development and change in
distribution of mosaic
Inscriptions

The termgidonation, alms, benefactipand
contributiord are synonyms for the act of
gifting something €.g., money, goods,
time) to a charitabler good causé! This
principle has its roots in the Roman period
and was practiced by the rich elites of
society®? The recognition of Christianity
and its affirmation, together with the
establishment of imperial capital in the East
and the rise of worship cessrin the Holy
Land provided a newandimportant focus
for piety®® and personal agensla
Manychurches and sacred plaeesrebuilt
due to the attention of ecclesiastical or civil
authorities and private donors. These
foundations are reflected imany written
inscriptionsthatare of high value in terms
of analysisof economic, political, social
and religious development throumlt the
region. For example, in 201MDi Segni
postulate® that, according to her thorough

analysis of inscriptions in the region of the

8IMerriam Webster Dictionary;
https://www.merriam
webster.com/dictionary/donation#synonyms
accessed in Nov. 2020.

82Baumann 199913-16.In ancienRomancities for
example donations were used to fund public lxgd
baths,
marketplaces triumphal arches. Leatherbury 2020:

8-13.

activities, such as temples, theatres,

21

Holy Land, the chronological distribution of
ecclesiastical building activity is far from
homogenous throughout Late t#quity.
This is also the case fdine distribution of
building activity between aigs and
villages.

Regardinginscriptions found within this
regioni Arabia, south Phoenicia and the
three Palaestinaé Di Segni also noticed
that the epigraphic habit steadily expanded
in Late Antiquity, from the mid4™ century
onward and outanked the earlier
inscriptions of the Roman period from 50
B.C. to 350 A.D® Thisfactis the reason for
the large number of intact mosaic
inscriptionsfrom this time and region.
Specifically donation

focusing  on

inscriptions, Jacobs observed that the

epigraphical material on inscriptions

especially those recording donors and
dorations, mostly appears in rural areas of
the provincesof Arabia, south Phoenicia
and the three Palaestinf8eThis leadsto

another developmentobserved by Di

83 By definition: thequality or state of being pious,
such as dutifulness in religion and/or fidelity to
natural obligations (as to parents)erriam Webster
Dictionary; https://www.merriarm
webster.com/dictionary/piety#nefe accessed in
Dec. 2020.

84Di Segni 2017287-319.

8 Di Segni 2017290-292.

86 Jacobs 202035-36.



Segnj®’ that there wasa general shift of

epigraphic culture from urban
environmerg to villages that took place
around the middle of the "6 century,
midway throughthe reign of Justinian and
after the Justinian plague of 541/542. Di
Segni concludes that the displacement from
city to village can be seen in less public
building activity o the one handand an
increasein building activity for religious
and cultic buildings on the other hand,
ch i ndi

possibly partly as a result of the great

whi cates n a
epidemic of 541/542 and of other natural
disasterg 0.8 This suggestamental shift
thatwas useddy religious communitieso
offer answers anda foothold for their
membersin return theyave tkeir members
the opportunity to show their piety and
devotion through donations.

Other reasons for this significant rural
expansion in ecclesiastical buildings, with
its high peak in the Bcentury,canbe seen
in a slower than assumed Christianization of

the rural areas of the southern Levam@is

assumed by Bd&® and in the high
settlement activity of nomadic tribess
described by Hamarnéh.

According toBar, the need for churches in
rural areas graduallyose and reache its
highpoint in the ® century when the
transformation towards Christianity in
countrified areasvas settled® A further
factor that points towards a greater need for
ecclesiastical structures in rural areas
article

noted by Hamarneh in her

B@ordti nawfit yneont alCihtayn,ge ?0

provinces of Arabia and Palaestina Tertia.
Hamarneh argues that the reasons for the
expansionsinto the countryside of the
provinces are manyfold and even supported
by
encourage nomadic tribes to settle down,

imperial legislation. These factors
revive older, abandoned structures, or build
new villages in rural ared$ This trend led

to enormous growth in rural population and
a rising needor ecclesiastical buildings.
The objects and gifts donated in favaf
such religious efforts were not only meant

to build, restore, and decorate ecclesiastical

Period West East
Cities Villages Cities Villages
Roman 962 = 59% 668 = 41% 847 = 82,8% 174 =17%
Byzantine 847 = 37,5% 1411=62,5% 829 = 56,8% 631 = 43,2%

Figure 5, Di Segni 2017292, Table 3

87 Di Segni 2017: 29299.
88 Dji Segni 2017: 29&99.
89 See Bar 20031 T h e
during

Pal estine Lat e

22

Christianizani othe o%e vreunrtahl
A n t°1Bqri2008: 03421,

0SeeHamarneh2016 Cont i nui ty
Settlement in Provincia Arabia and Palaestina Tertia
Ni nt h

or

t o

%2 Hamarneh 2015: 662.

Chan

Cent



spacesut also included liturgical objects,
icons and even tablecloths for the aftar.

Paradoxically, although theologica

Christian  teaching  contradicts the

possession of great richness, the early

Church did notobstructelite circles from

entering the Christian community. In this

senseat the end of the"?century Clemens

of Alexandria acknowledged that the

faithful could possess money and riches
long asthey put it ino service of whatvas
righteoud®. This statementopened the

opportunity for wealthy members of the

as

Christian communities to show their piety

and devotiorandalso take precautions for

their salvation and remembrandarough

different sorts of donations made to

churches, many of them combined wit
inscriptions.

The two major trendshat are apparenn
developmentof the region of the three
Palestines and Arabia in Late Antiquéye
a significant peak in building and

inscription activity in the 8 century, and a

h

distributional shift of epigraphic material

from urban censs to rural village$® These

visible general trends can partially be

explained by ansignificant influx of

monetary means into the regiontil the @"

century, combined with an economic boost

9B Griinbart 2014: 2e8.
94 Baumann 199916-28.
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that democratically faured rural areas as
well as urban cerds™.

Focusing on onlpne marginalized group of
donors, the following analysiexamines
whether the same economic and social
factors that shaped general trends of
epigraphicculture and distribution in the
region also impacted the group of female

donors in the same way.

% DiSegni 2017 287-299; Hamarneh 2014123
125;
9 Avi-Yonah 1958: 3%1.



5.1. Development of inscriptions

mentioning women

The chronological analysis of epigraphical
sources mentioning offerings made by

women in mosaic inscriptions offers several

sources. Although genehalfollowing Di
ute &)bdn eall typds bfg
inscriptions from these centuries, there are

Segni 6s

approximately 200 dated inscriptions from

this time.

interesting results.
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Chronological development
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5. cent. 6. cent. 7. cent. 8. cent.undated

0 | |
3-4.
cent.

Figure 6,Chronological development of mosaic

inscriptions mentioning female agency.

Figure 6 illustratesn asmall scalehowthe
general evolutionFig. 7) of epigraphical
material observed by Di Sedhalso affects
the chronological development ofaterial
focusing onthe marginalized groupof
inscriptions including female nameBor
the 39 and 4" centuries the impact of
women on the early Christian communities,
their servicesand possibly their offerings
do not manifest in visualized form on
mosaic pavementsperhaps due to the
limited number of churches buikt this
time. However, there are several mentions

of womerd patronage in texts and written

97 Di Segni 2017287-3109.
24

Dated inscriptions from Palaestina |-lll and Arabia
with and without the Hauran
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Figure 7, Di Segni 2017609, fig. 1.
Di
peakin epigraphic culture in théYcentury,

Se gni @epictsam iaitialyhgh s

a timewhennot a single mosaic donation
inscription meeting the requirements of this
research was found.

A closerexamination ofdated inscriptions
from churches and synagogues (Fg8)
highlightsthe lack of inscriptions for the3
and 4"
building activity ha not fully been initiated

centures, since ecclesiastical

in the region. At the end of thd"Sentury,
this begarto turnasmore building activity
occurred for ecclesiastical spaces than

public buildings®,

% Dj Segni 2017613, fig. 6.
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Dated church inscriptions from Jordan and Southern Syria

Figure 8, Di Segni 20T: 612 fig. 5.

The
displaying the donation activity of women

number of mosaic inscriptions
begarto rise from the 8 century.However,
in a broader perspective the number of
inscriptions for this time falls below the
count of the preceding centurHigher

building activty still indicates there was

more money in the hands of the churches

and eventually more benefactors and

benefactresses who gave it, hence more

opportunitiesfor women to makevisible
contributiors to their communities.

The highpoint of inscriptions in éhthree
Palestines and Arahigarticularlyin terms
of female donation and benefaction actiyity
can be seen in thé"@entury (Figire9).

99 Avi-Yonah 195846-48.
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Figure 9,Chronological distribution of inscriptions with

female namei the 8" century

Figure 9 clearlyindicatesa continuous rise
of dated mosaic inscriptions mentioning
women which beganin the 3" century
reachedits height at the end of the "6
century. There is aminor discrepancy
compared to the overall development in
building activity and development of
epigraphic material in the mié" century
when numbers of mosaic inscriptions in
combination with women graduallyose
while the overall nurbers showcase a small
collapse.

There is a slight fluctuation in the overall
numbers of dated inscriptions from
churches and synagogues throughout the 6
century (Figire 10), whichcould indicate
some effects of the Justinian plague or the
economic downturns and effects of the
pressure of taxatioif. Although building
activity continueduntil the late ¥ century,

a steady decline announced the end of the

economic boom in the region of the Holy



Land!® In this situation of declining
prosperiy, the visibility of women in

mosaic inscriptions also diministie

Dated building inscription from Israel
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Figure 10, Di Segni 2017613, fig. 6.

Considering geographical aspects (Figure
11), the analysis of mosaic inscriptions
regarding offerings by female members of
the communitysupports Di Segbis f i
on a wider level of epigraphical sources.
The majority of lateantique sites including
inscriptions mentioning female donors and
benefactresses occur in the rural a#ahe
research regionhile the highest number
of women mentioned in their role of
exercising piety through donation to the
church appears inurban contexts in
Jerusalem and Jeraslthere isa clear
rural female

difference between

100 Avi-Yonah 195850-51, Di Segni 2017612614,
fig. 5, 6, 7.
26

ndi

benefactressewho were widespread and
urban female donomsho found themselves
asmemberof donation parties with several
other femals.

This shift to rural spaces throughout the
region of the tree Palestines and Arabia, as
noted byDi Segni, can be broadly pinned to
the middle of the ® century® and most
likely can be correlatedwith the high
building activity in the ecclesiastical sector.
Public buildingsshown as blue columnis
Figure 1Q are mainly needed in urban
centes, but thesdeginto be outhnumbered

by churches, represented by the green
columns, from thenid-6" century.

The enormousand outstanding building
activity in villages throughout the region
also attests to the faumble economic
situationthatallowed community members

to invest in building activity?

ngs

101 Dj Segni 2017293-296.
102 Avi-Yonah 195850-51.



Figure 11, Geographical distribution of mosaic inscriptions mentioning women











































































































































































