The Korean ¥War and the Problem of Agression,
By Professor Hams Thirring, University of Vienna.

The attitude of the majority of the member states of the
United lations towards the Korean conflioct shows very markedly
the gradual chsnge of our conceptions of international right
and moral which has taken place within the last few generations.
Up to World War I the right of declaring and waging wars had
been recognised as part of the sovereign power of a nation, and
warfare was stlll considered as a kind of chivalrous game with
well fixed rules. The sombre experiences of two world wars have
shaken our confidence that the rules of the game will be kept,
and on the other hand they have confirmed the idea orzgxnal%ga
upheld by pacifists only that war in itself is s crime and ; -
aggression as well as preparation of an aggression ought to be
banned and punished. :

Attacking the evil at its roots instead of making the ri-
diculous and hopeless attempt to humanize manslaughter is the

ain towards which our recent prsotice of deal with international

affairs is tending. lussolinis atiack aghinst Abessynia has been
answered by timid and inefreeotive sunctions, Hitler?s in-
vasion into Poland four years later resulted already in Britain'’s
and France’s declaration of war -~ and the recent invasion into
South Korea has at last mobilized the majority of the UN.

International law and Jurisdiction is however lagging be-
hind this practical development. The Geneva Convention rules
out specific methods for killing people in wars, leavirg ample
spgice however for allowed wholesale slaughtexr. Although all
nations appesr to agree officially that aggression ocught to be
forbidden and punished no international convention defines ex-
plicitely what aggression means. No permanent neutral control
mechanisn for ascertaining and staging the fact of aggression
has been set up. Our civilisation which in so many respects is
overdoing the tutelage of grown up people tolerates that kind
of jungle anarchy in internationsl life which leaves doubts in
quite a lot of overconscientious people as to whether the facts
of the Korean aggression are established clearly enough for drawing
definite consequences.

What we need therefore most urgently and what night be be-
- sides much easier accomplished than the vainly sought agreement
on Atomie Control is that:

1) A proper and plainly comprehensible definition of the
conception of aggression,
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2) an internmational control organ consisting of a plurality
of detached neutral commissions well eguipped with alr clippers
which can yreport to the United HNatlons wi?.hin twentyfour hours
the facts of a genmuine of alleged aggression,

.~ %) an dnternational law or convention specifying the duties
of the members of the Un as regards collective steps against any

aggYessor,

Human history is an endless storxy of failures, errors and
migtakes of men. We have failed so far to learn from the ex-
periences of the past to draw conclusions from emperical facts
and to use thenm wtﬁaly for avoiding future nmistakes. The prin-
ciple "rechexcher pouy savoir, savoir pour prévolr, prévoir pour
prevenir”, which is hemge::ed with brilliant success in sclence
and technics, has never applied efficiently enough for im-
prwi.ng politics by using the experienmce of histoxry or to luprove
h » rolations at large by using the rejsults of modern psy-
CHROLOEY o

. The UNESGCO Progma pays due attention to the need of
teaching youn% about the United Nations. I agree with
the utility o cm project, but I do not agree with those who might
feol that this measure was sufficient for the education for peace.
You cannot make anybody a masterbuilder by telling him stories
about liichelangelo; what you have to do is rathex to teach hin
so‘li& theoretical knowledge about statics and technology. In the
ﬂ% you have to endow your children with elementaxy knowledge
about complexity of human personality, shout the mental ne—
chanism steering our impulses and fixing our hadbits, about the
causes of our feelings of frustration and of our maladjustments.
A cerbain amount of that knowledge ought to be imp to anybody
whon we arye wishing to meke into a human being, wise and mature
enough %o walk through life without hatred and fear.

An edmtiea of that kind cannot be implemented by simplia
inserting into the curricula special courses on psycholo -
ought to be done s to imbue ’bh& teaching of th and a3.1 the
other humanities with that kind of scientific spirit which tries
to discover how things ave working as causal systems. Hence the
necessity of well devised training of teachers and hence the ne-
cessity of collection, comparing and exchanging experiences in
this field. An Austrian textbook on elementsyy philosophy which
is going to be published shortly will conta?m a list of typloal
mistekes frequently nade in human Felation and behaviour together
with hints as to aveld such mistakam

% do not venture to say that all can be done by imparting
knowle alone -~ but all that can be done through knowledge
should used. Allithe valluable seeds of psychological insights
which by tf;&g g.a planted into human spirit amgzu to avoid m
necessary ctions ghould be tmmghly co s examindd
disseminated. This fundemental mhmatiaa, this eradication
of men’s present psychological a?ms we feel 1% the
task No. 1 of human culture andthmfm of UNESCO as well!
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The Koreen War and the Problem of Aggression.
By Professor Hans Thirring, University of Vienna.

The attitude of the majority of the member sbtates of the United
Nations towards the Koreen conflict shows very markedly the gradual change
of our canceptions of international right and morel which hes taken place ,
wiithin the last few generations, Up to World War I the right of deelarimg |
énd waging wars hed been recognised as part of the sovereign power of a
nation, end warfare was still oomsidered as a kind of chivelrons game with
well fixed rules. The sombre experiences of two world ways have shaken our
eonfidence that the rules of the geme will be kept, snd on the other hand
they have confirmed the idea originally upheld by pecifists only that war
in itself is a orime end thet sggression as well es geparetion of an aggression
ought to be banned and punished.

Attacking the evil ot its roots insteed of melking the ridioculous
and hopeless attempt to humanize mensleughter is the aim towards whieh our
recont prastice of dealing with intermational affairs is tending, Mugsolinis
abtack sgainst Abessynis had been ankSred only by timid snd ineffestive
senctions, Hitlers invesion into ﬁohnd four years later resulted already
in Britains and France's declaration of war - snd the recent imvasion into
South Korea has at last mobilized the majority of the UN.

International lew and jurisdiction is however lagging behind this prac~ -
tical development. The Gemeva Convention rules out specifie methods for |
killing peopley in wars, leaving smple space however for allowed wholesale
slaughter, Although all metions appear %o agree offisially that aggressiom
ought to be forbiddem end punished no intermational convention defines ex-
plieitely what ageression means, No permanent neutral control mechanism Xum
for ascertaining end stating the faot of sggression has been set up. Our civi-
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Whet we need therefore most urgently and what might be besides much
casier accomplished then the vainly sought agreement om Atomic Control is that:
(1) A pwoper end pleinly comprehensilibe definition of the conception of aggressiom,
(2) en internstionmal control orgen consisting of a plurality of detached neutral come
missions well esuipped with air olippers which can report to the United Nations within
twentyfour hours the facts of a genuine or alleged aggression , (3) en international
law or convention sfbifying the duties of the members of the UN es refgards collective
steps agninst any aggressor. ‘



