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Digital Research Archive for Digital Research Archive for Digital Research Archive for Digital Research Archive for Byzantium:Byzantium:Byzantium:Byzantium:

• Initiated in 2005 by 
Prof. Lioba Theis

• Housed at the 
Department of Art 
History, University of 
Vienna

• Uses the long-term 
digital archiving system 
PHAIDRA

• Int’l standards, such as 
Dublin Core, Getty 
thesauri

• Aims: 

1. to compile photographic 
documentation of the material culture 
of the Byzantine cultural sphere in 
digital form; 

2. to make these images available to 
researchers, students & public

• Main sources:

- Historic photographs collection of the 
AH Department, Vienna

- Archives of eminent scholars

- Digital images from recent field trips



View from W
(Horst Hallensleben, undated, 

http://phaidra.univie.ac.at/o:37828, 

Accessed 20.6.2016)

Case study: Church of St. Clement, Case study: Church of St. Clement, Case study: Church of St. Clement, Case study: Church of St. Clement, OhridOhridOhridOhrid

View from SE
(unknown, undated, 

http://phaidra.univie.ac.at/o:189386, 

Accessed 20.6.2016) Interior toward W
(Department of Art History, undated, 

http://phaidra.univie.ac.at/o:251118, 

Accessed 20.6.2016)



Metadata goal: Art resource, Archive and moreMetadata goal: Art resource, Archive and moreMetadata goal: Art resource, Archive and moreMetadata goal: Art resource, Archive and more

Art resource 
“tombstone” 
metadata:

• Object-type

• Work title

• Artist

• Date

• Location



http://library.artstor.org.uaccess.univie.ac.at/library/secure/ViewImages?id=8DlKaF0pIjQw

KQ%3D%3D&userId=gzNJezMg&zoomparams=, Accessed 20.6.2016.

Artstor



Metadata goal: Art resource, Archive and moreMetadata goal: Art resource, Archive and moreMetadata goal: Art resource, Archive and moreMetadata goal: Art resource, Archive and more

Photographs 
archive 
metadata:

• Record 
number

• Print size and 
technique

• Photographer

• Date

• Repository



Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs

http://www.loc.gov/pic

tures/collection/ahii/it

em/2003652929/, 

Accessed 20.6.2016



Metadata goal: Art resource, Archive and moreMetadata goal: Art resource, Archive and moreMetadata goal: Art resource, Archive and moreMetadata goal: Art resource, Archive and more

Supplementary 
descriptor 
metadata:

• Image content

• Historical 
context

• Comparative 
works

Art resource 
“tombstone” 
metadata:

• Object-type

• Work title

• Artist

• Date

• Location

Photographs 
archive 
metadata:

• Record 
number

• Print size and 
technique

• Photographer

• Date

• Repository

+ +



Multiple levels of an image:Multiple levels of an image:Multiple levels of an image:Multiple levels of an image:

1. Physical object: negative, film (sometimes labelled)

2. Physical object: slide, print (sometimes labelled)

3. Digital object: scan, digital photograph

4. Image content: geography, landscape

built architecture

decoration (wall painting, mosaic)

text (inscriptions)



Metadata fields and entry in PHAIDRA:Metadata fields and entry in PHAIDRA:Metadata fields and entry in PHAIDRA:Metadata fields and entry in PHAIDRA:

1. General: title, (alt. titles); description; keywords

2. Lifecycle: photographer, data supplier (expandable)

3. Technical Data: permanent link; installation guide

4. Rights and Licences: licence; image credit

5. Contextual Allegation: source, measurements; reference number,

stamp, note

6. Provenience: Source (digital, analog types), date 



Metadata fields and entry in PHAIDRA:Metadata fields and entry in PHAIDRA:Metadata fields and entry in PHAIDRA:Metadata fields and entry in PHAIDRA:

Metadata entry: PHAIDRA Metadata entry: PHAIDRA Metadata entry: PHAIDRA Metadata entry: PHAIDRA BaggerBaggerBaggerBagger



Image content: the 5 “W”s Image content: the 5 “W”s Image content: the 5 “W”s Image content: the 5 “W”s 

• WHERE

• WHAT

• WHEN

• WHO

• WHY

View of Church of St. Clement from W
(Horst Hallensleben, undated, 

http://phaidra.univie.ac.at/o:37828, Accessed 20.6.2016)



Image content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axes

• WHERE 
- Physical coordinates

- Geopolitical location

• WHAT
- Architectural terms 

- Iconographic terms

- Text

- Multiple languages

• WHEN
- Precise dating

- Fuzzy dating View of Church of St. Clement from SE
(unknown, undated, http://phaidra.univie.ac.at/o:189386, 

Accessed 20.6.2016)



Location of Ohrid town on Ohrid Lake
(google.at/maps, Accessed 20.6.2016)



Image content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axes

• WHERE 
- Physical coordinates

- Geopolitical location

• WHAT
- Architectural terms 

- Iconographic terms

- Text, inscriptions

- Multiple languages

• WHEN
- Precise dating

- Fuzzy dating

View from south shore of Ohrid Lake to NE
(Galina Fingarova, 2007, http://phaidra.univie.ac.at/o:249429, 

Accessed 20.6.2016)





http://www.getty.e

du/vow/TGNFullDis

play?find=ohrid&pla

ce=&nation=&prev_

page=1&english=Y&

subjectid=1117570, 

Accessed 20.6.2016



http://www.getty.e

du/vow/TGNFullDis

play?find=ohrid&pla

ce=&nation=&prev_

page=1&english=Y&

subjectid=7015329, 

Accessed 20.6.2016



Ohrid town on Ohrid Lake
(google.at/maps, Accessed 20.6.2016)



Image content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axes

• WHERE 
- Physical coordinates

- Geopolitical location

• WHAT
- Architectural terms 

- Iconographic terms

- Text, inscriptions

- Multiple languages

• WHEN
- Precise dating

- Fuzzy dating

View from W
(Horst Hallensleben, undated, 

http://phaidra.univie.ac.at/o:37828, 

Accessed 20.6.2016)



Cultural specificity of Cultural specificity of Cultural specificity of Cultural specificity of aaaarchitectural terms:rchitectural terms:rchitectural terms:rchitectural terms:

NAOS: Church of St. Clement, 

Ohrid, 14th c. CE
(Curcic 2010, 572)

NAOS: Poseidon temple, 

Kap Sunion, 444-440 BCE
(Schmitt 2013, 81)



Getty AAT Thesaurus

http://www.getty.edu/vo
w/AATFullDisplay?find=n
aos&logic=AND&note=&
english=N&prev_page=1
&subjectid=300004658, 
Accessed 20.6.2016



Image content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axes

• WHERE 
- Physical coordinates

- Geopolitical location

• WHAT
- Architectural terms 

- Iconographic terms

- Text, inscriptions

- Multiple languages

• WHEN
- Precise dating

- Fuzzy dating Interior toward W
(Department of Art History, undated, 

http://phaidra.univie.ac.at/o:251118, 

Accessed 20.6.2016)



Schematic rendering of the south half of Church of St. Clement, Ohrid, 
(Hamann-MacLean/Hallensleben 1963, plan 21)



“KOIMESIS”: West wall, Church of St. Clement, Ohrid, 
(http://phaidra.univie.ac.at/o:128516, Accessed 20.6.2016)



“DORMITION” in ICONCLASS
(http://www.iconclass.org/rkd/73E74/, Accessed 20.6.2016)



Image content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axes

• WHERE 
- Physical coordinates

- Geopolitical location

• WHAT
- Architectural terms 

- Iconographic terms

- Text, inscriptions

- Multiple languages

• WHEN
- Precise dating

- Fuzzy dating
Detail of St. Demetrios
(Horst Hallensleben, undated, 

http://phaidra.univie.ac.at/o:128537, 

Accessed 20.6.2016)



Image content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axes

• WHERE 
- Physical coordinates

- Geopolitical location

• WHAT
- Architectural terms 

- Iconographic terms

- Text, inscriptions

- Multiple languages

• WHEN
- Precise dating

- Fuzzy dating



Phaidra view
(http://phaidra.univie.ac.at/o:128494, 

Accessed 20.6.2016)



Image content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axesImage content: 3 main axes

• WHERE 
- Physical coordinates

- Geopolitical location

• WHAT
- Architectural terms 

- Iconographic terms

- Text, inscriptions

- Multiple languages

• WHEN
- Precise dating

- Fuzzy dating



• WHEN
- Precise dating

- Fuzzy dating



Image content: the 5 “W”s Image content: the 5 “W”s Image content: the 5 “W”s Image content: the 5 “W”s 

• WHERE ✓

• WHAT ✓

• WHEN ✓

• WHO

• WHY



Image content: the 5 “W”s Image content: the 5 “W”s Image content: the 5 “W”s Image content: the 5 “W”s 

• WHERE ✓

• WHAT ✓

• WHEN ✓

• WHO

• WHY

Donor, 1294/95 : Progonos Sguros, Eudokia

Donor inscription: Andronikos Palaiologos,

Eirene (empress);

Archbishop Makarios

Painters, 1305? : Eutychios, 

Michael 

(Astrapas)

Probable donor : King Stephan Uros Milutin

Photographer, ??? :Horst Hallensleben

Digital image, 2009: ???



ConclusionsConclusionsConclusionsConclusions

• The “WHY” is left for researchers:

• Continuous work on standards;

• Continuous contributions to thesauri / other controlled 
vocabularies is needed.

• Documentation and metadata standards should remain open 
and make future projects possible.


