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TextGrid: The Project

• Phase I: TextGrid - Community Platform - funded by 

the German Ministry of Education and Research 

(BMBF) 2006-2009

• Phase II: TextGrid Virtual Research Environment -

funded by BMBF 2009-2012

• First Grid community project in the Arts and 

Humanities in Germany

• Collaborative project of ten academic and 

commercial partners: SUB Göttingen, Universities of 

Kaiserslautern, München, Paderborn, Trier, 

Würzburg, University of Applied Sciences Worms, 

Max Planck Digital Library, Institut für deutsche 

Sprache Mannheim, Daasi International GmbH



TextGrid and D-Grid: Grid-Technology

WWW and Grid Computing

• WWW offers easy access to mostly static
information

• Grid offers easy and direct access to 

• computers, storage, scientific
instruments, scientific experiments, sensors, 
applications, data, middleware services

• Services: based on widely accepted grid
and web service standards

• communication between resources and 
services

• results / data are services



• Establish a modular Virtual Research 

Infrastructure for text scientists, especially for

digital editions and for lexicographers

• Core Disciplines

� editions, German language and literature, 

linguistics, medieval Latin, glosses, musicology, 

art history

• Virtual Research Environment

� TextGridLab: Tools and Services in a VRE

� TextGridRep: Trusted long-term repository

TextGrid - Goal
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TextGridLab

• TextGrid Lab - (Laboratory)                    

Toolbox for collaborative work

- Interactive tools (Eclipse-based)

• XML-Editor

• Search

• Graphical Editor

• Interfaces to dictionaries and reference 

material

- Streaming tools (Web Service-based)

• Collation

• Lemmatise

• Sort, tokenise











Standards

• every project specific markup is possible

• proposed standard: TEI

• search all TextGrid documents?

– Definition of a baseline encoding

– Using text genres (drama, poetry, dictionary

…) 

– Mapping the complex project specific

markup to the baseline encoding



TextGridLab Beta and Demo

• Beta version available for download

http://www.textgrid.de/beta.html

• Video Demo available for download

http://www.textgrid.de/beta/video-

demo.html

• specific workshops for

• humanists

• computer scientists

• content provider


