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The path to Open Science contains many components. One of these components is Open Repositories with free 
access to researchers. With a strict open path, the repository is also based on Open Source Software. Open Access Poli-
cies are essential, as are Open Infrastructures and Open Contents. Repositories can support this Openness by 
offering Open Licenses, Open Metadata, the possibility to use Open Formats and Open Thesauruses. Another 
principal point is transparency. Open Peer Review should be possible, and the description of processes should also 
be transparent. Of course, an Open License should provide all data types and metadata as well.
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Open Access Policies are guide-
lines issued by academic insti-
tutions. It is important to help 
researchers to make their re-
sults visible and accessible and 
to encourage them to publish 
in OA-Journals and use reposi-
tories for the underlying data.

Open Data can be freely 
used, modified, and
shared by anyone for any
purpose. In order to do 
so, Open Licenses are 
required.

Metadata are data about 
data which should be free 
of all restrictions on 
access, structured and 
based on standards.

Open Formats are defined 
by a published specificati-
on and are not restricted in 
their use. They are mainly 
used by open-source soft-
ware. Open Thesauruses 
are freely accessible for 
everyone without costs 
and with a free license.

Open Processes should 
be documented, trans-
parent, repeatable and 
reusable.

Authors and referees are 
no longer anonymous. 
The whole process and 
the decision letters are 
open.

Open Licenses allow the 
reuse of any work or data 
without any restrictions.  
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